The following is a letter sent by Maggie Knutsen to parents of her students in Orono Elementary School, Orono, MN: 

Happy spring greetings to you all! I am writing to inform you of a really cool educational innovation that I would like to try with my Language Arts class. I would like to see if and how a new technology can be useful in the classroom. What I’m going to try is called a “blog,” or in this case, an “edublog” since it is for educational purposes. 

The word blog comes from blending the words web (as in world wide web or website) and log (as in journal). It is basically a website where I will post questions pertaining to the texts we will examine in class throughout the remainder of the year. There are also links to bios of the authors of those books. The students will be invited to post responses to my questions or responses to other students’ posts. It will be similar to a discussion thread or chat room, but not live. My goal is to find out if/how/to what degree students respond to class texts in an online environment.  

To protect students’ privacy, I have designed the blog so that only users who know the password  can post comments. In addition, I will have each student choose a pseudonym to use when posting. There will be no way that any user outside of our classroom community will be able to identify students by name or any other way. I will discuss with the students the rules of blogging (appropriate content, privacy issues, dangers, etc.) although I really don’t expect any problems. Furthermore, I will be closely monitoring (and you are welcome to as well) the ongoing discussion’s content. Students will also be expected to sign a blogging agreement. 

My blog can be found at maggieknutson.edublogs.org. The password to comment is ____.  All parents and students are invited (er, ah, strongly urged!) to post comments, questions or responses. Please sign and return the bottom portion of this page to me asap. 

_______ I do give permission for my child to participate in the “Spirited Minds” blog 

   about literature with Ms. Knutson’s class. 

_______  I do not give permission for my child to participate in the “Spirited Minds” 

                blog about literature with Ms. Knutson’s class. My child will use his/her 

                reader’s notebook to respond to the questions. 

_______________________________________  ___________________


Parent Signature




Date

_______________________________________

Student’s Name

· Use any curse words in my posts.

· Use fighting words or provoke anyone.

· Use “chat lingo” that people use when IM’ing.

· Give any personal information about myself or anyone in my class in my posts.

· Criticize others.

· Plagiarize.

· Try to use proper English and spell correctly as best I can.

· Respect others’ views. 

· Use only my pseudonym.

· Write thoughts about what I am reading and learning or what I don’t understand.

· Make connections to my learning by exploring what others have written about it. 

· Strive to improve my writing and take risks with expressing my ideas and bouncing those ideas off of my classmates.

· Provide a good model of blogging that will convince others that I am thinking and learning.

· Develop a distinct voice that will make a difference.

· Strive for writing that matters.

· Express my opinion AND back it up with well thought out reasons. 

· Ask questions that will make others think and want to comment!

I, ___________________________________, agree to follow the above guidelines to the best of my ability and understand that if my postings break any of the “will not” rules above, I will receive a warning, my comments will be edited by Ms. K and future blogging privileges may be revoked. I also understand that the blog is a virtual extension of our classroom and that all Orono School rules apply and serious violations will be referred to school administration. 

Student Signature

